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1 Whenever reading about youth, one is likely to encounter such expressions 

as: Youth are energetic, youth are creative, youth are idealistic, and youth are 

perfection seekers. Indeed, this is quite true because youth approach many 

things with a clean state and are not affected by the accumulated prejudices 

coming from previous life experiences These characteristics are supposed to 

render youth a very essential part of society because they have the potential 

and energy needed to develop any country, in addition to the imagination to 

create new ideas. However, youth in reality may not always enjoy these 

criteria, and may not direct their attention and energy in the right direction. 

2 Politics, as an example, is a very important domain that is worth the interest of youth, because it is the 

platform that can make their ideas remarkable and influencing. However, in Morocco, which constitutes 

our main concern, youth do not seem to be interested in politics nor they have a good attitude towards 

politicians. Politics in the Moroccan youth perception is synonymous with corruption, and politicians are 

held accountable for the miserable situation of the country. These ideas, in turn, hinder Moroccan youth 

from invading the world of politics. Still, there are two important questions that come to the surface: Why 

do Moroccan youth abandon politics? And is it the right thing to do? 

3 In attempting to understand the poor participation of Moroccan youth in politics, one should take a step 

backward in Moroccan history. Among the things the Moroccan youth inherited is the fear from 

“Almakhzen” (authorities) coming from “Sanawat Arasas” (years of lead) when demonstrations were faced 

by force, and youth were sent to prisons as the famous “Derb moulay chrif.” I think that the dark history of 

Morocco is still affecting the youth’s perception of politics, and pushes them to reconsider the idea of 

participating in political life. This may account for the famous answer I got from the majority of my 

respondents:  “politics is too risky.” 

 

4 Evidently, media is shaping our point of views, attitudes and all aspects of life regardless of age or 

gender; it is the glass through which we see the world. Youth, hence, 

are not an exception. It is not an exaggeration to say that the 

interests and tendencies of youth are shaped by media. So, do media 

encourage youth to participate in the political life? 

5 From my point of view, I would never hesitate to assert that the media do not encourage and orient 

youth towards politics. Whenever you turn on TV, you find one of these so called “programs” inviting an 

“artist” and asking him/her such typical questions as “what are your latest projects?” and “would you 

please share your career with the audience”. The interviewee starts preaching about his career and the 

privileged life s/he is having now. Youth, are by consequence affected and relate success to artists, and  

ironically every young man or woman starts dreaming of taking “the flag of the Moroccan art or sport” 

very high, but only few are left to express some interest in politics or devote as much time as they spend 

analyzing football matches or Turkish TV series to analyze political events.  

6 I think that monopolizing the political scene by old people hinders the ambitions of youth who need 

some space to express their creative ideas. It goes without saying that old people are valuable and 

have a lot to contribute with their long experience, but this doesn’t mean underestimating the value of 

youth, the latter who should be given the chance to express their ideas and updated way of thinking. 
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I COMPREHENSION (15 POINTS)                    {BASE ALL YOUR ANSWER ON THE TEXT} 

 

A Answer these questions                    (3 pts) 

1 State three of the characteristics that make youth a very important part in a society. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………............................................................ 

2 Why do Moroccan youth shun politics? 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

3 How do Moroccan media shape youth’s tendencies and interests? 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…........................................................................................................................................................................... 

 

B Are these statements true or false? Justify              (6pts) 

1 Moroccan youth are excited about things other than politics 

 .…………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………... 

2 Youth‘s perception of politics is negatively affected by the dark side of Moroccan history 

 .………………………………………………………………………………………………..……………………………… 

3 Old people impede youth‘s wishes and creativity 

……………………………………………………………………………………………...………………………………… 

 

C Complete these sentences with information from the text.     (2pts) 

1 Youth not only have the potential and energy to develop any country,but…………………………………………….. 

 ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….as well 

2 Youth’s value should not be underestimated by the old people although the latter ………………………………….. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 

D Find in the text words or expressions that mean the same as:     (2pts) 

1 meet (paragraph 1)………………………………………………………………… 

2 explain (paragraph 3)……………………………………………………………… 

 

E What do the underlined words in the text refer to?        (2pts) 

1 It (paragraph 2) ………………………………………………………… 

2 I (paragraph 3) …………………………………………………………. 
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II LANGUAGE (15 POINTS) 

 

A Put the verbs in brackets in the right tense         (4pts) 

 

1 When the ambulance (arrive)……………, the casualty had already passed away. 

2 While I (have) …………… a shower, my cell phone rang. 

3 So far, my trip to the U.S (be) …………………………………….the best ever made . 

4 My parents (work)………………………………. for BMCE bank for 20 years now.  

 

B Put the verbs in brackets in the right form       (4pts) 

 

1 As I felt tired, I stopped (have)…………………………. some rest. 

2 My mother does not object to (eat out)……………………………this Saturday. 

3 I am not used to (live)…………………in a noisy area .That’s why, I am thinking of moving to the 

suburbs of Casablanca. 

4 I am looking forward to (pursue) ……………………….my higher studies abroad. 

 

C Fill in the gaps with the appropriate words from the list:           (3pts) 

 

vigorous frail    joke teller     humorous          creative  mime  laughter 

 

1 Moroccan youngsters are ………………They are marked by the ability to generate things and think of 

new ideas. 

2 Saad is a great ………………He always makes his siblings laugh. 

3 Most people in the countryside remain ………despite their old age. 

 

D Match each sentence with the function it expresses.      (4 pts) 

 

Sentence Function 

1 I do not agree with those who say that scientific inventions are useless. 
2 Are you absolutely sure that too much TV viewing has bad effects on eyesight? 

3 It is getting dark, would you mind switching on the light, please? 
4         Sorry, I don’t quite follow you .Could you be more explicit? 
 

A   Agreement 

B   Disagreement 

C  Asking for Opinion 

D  Asking for Clarification 

E  Making a Request 

 

1……………….                     2……………….                         3……………….                    4………………. 
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III WRITING (10 POINTS) 

 

Nowadays, a lot of people leave the countryside to the city, thinking that they will be better off there. 

Write an article to the editor of a magazine to compare life in the city to that in the countryside. Give 
your opinion about it. 

 

 

   

   

                                                                                                                                             October 20th, 2015 

 

Dear editor, 

 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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